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Dear Sisters in the League, 
 
Life is grand!  Fall is quietly arriving, and the harvest is plenty.  Our garden is being 

laid to rest for the season accompanied by roasting red peppers, squash soup and 
baking apple pies!  The renovation on our home is a slow process and there is hope 

we will have a roof by week’s end!  All of this is to say, life is grand.  We 
continuously grow and change.  Some of the challenges we encounter are a slow 
growing process and at times the end does not to be anywhere on the horizon.  

Other times, change is sweet and agreeable.  We all have, through the grace of 
God, the opportunity to grow in faith, peace, joy and love.  In the Christian Family 

Life standing committee, we are witnesses to the graces we have been given to 
manage and pull through the changes in our lives.  

 
We have a change of leadership, partnership at the National level, Pat Deppiesse.  
She comes to us with much experience in the League. If you have an opportunity, 

please read her first Communique posted on the National website.   
 

Doreen Gowans, our past chairperson at the National level leaves us with her final 
words as chair on the Sanctity of Life.  You will find great resources here! 
 

Our Provincial Christian Family Life chair, Linda Squarzollo, has been expanding her 
horizon of experiences.  She has diligently encouraged us to grow, in our faith and 

service. 
 
We are the chairperson of the Christian Family Life committee in our councils.  Our 

role has many aspects to it, reaching out to so many demographics in our 
populations.  Remember to persevere in faith, do what you can and always pray. 

 
Marriage and Family Life 
 

Visit www.vaticannews.va to find out information on Pope Francis’ trip to Dublin, 
Ireland for The World Meeting of Families, along with other church updates.  If 

someone from your parish was able to attend invite them to speak of their personal 
experience and highlights.  



 

Sanctity of Life 

Pro-lifers will gather at over 200 locations from coast to coast to participate in Life 
Chain. They will pray silently for an hour while holding non-graphic signs with 

messages such as, “Abortion kills children,” “Abortion hurts women,” and “Life: the 
first inalienable right.” 

Life Chain will take place in many communities in our Diocese.  On Sunday 
September 30 you can participate at your community location. 

 
Sault Ste Marie:  Great Northern Rd, from McNabb to 2nd Line from 2 – 3 pm 
North Bay:  Lakeshore Blvd, from Judy Ave to Gertrude St from 2 – 3 pm 

Elliott Lake:  Hwy 108 in front of Civic Centre, from 2 – 3 pm 
Sudbury:  Health Sciences North, near Centennial Dr from 2:30 – 3:30 pm  

 
More information can be found at the website 
www.campaignlifecoalition.com/hotnews   

 
The Campaign Life Coalition is also working on the repeal of Bill 163 – No Free 

Speech Zones, known as the “bubble zone”.  Go online to follow the news and sign 
the petition to support these efforts.   
 

Many of you are already aware, of the Petition for One Million 2019, a petition 
initiated by Alliance for Life Ontario, expresses our concerns on the effects of 

abortion. We want to reach one million signatures by the end of 2018, and then the 
petition will be presented to our federal government in 2019. If you have signed it 
we thank you, and if not please consider downloading a copy for you and your 

council to sign and submit.  Try to have this available at your general membership 
meetings and possibly arrange with your Pastor to collect signatures of the 

parishioners.  Visit the Ontario Alliance for Life website petitionofonemillion.ca/sign-
petition/ to obtain a copy.  
 

The Euthanasia Prevention Coalition has an excellent new DVD entitled Fatal Flaws: 
Legalizing Assisted Death, which asks the question “should we be giving medical 

professionals the legal right to end the life of another human being?” Visit 
www.epcc.ca  for more information or to purchase a copy. Consider sharing it with 
your family, council and parishioners.   

 
Vocations 

 
There were moves announced in the early summer for our priests and their new 
parishes.  Please pray for them as they continue to lead us in faith, hope, joy and 

love to become an image of Christ for all whom we encounter.  And pray that we 
are open to the new leadership so that we may grow in our own vocation in God’s 

ultimate plan for us in his church. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.campaignlifecoalition.com/hotnews
http://www.epcc.ca/


 

Ministry to Youth 
 

World Youth Day will be held in 2019 in Panama.  I personally have not heard if our 
diocese will have youth attending.  Let us continue to pray for our youth, and their 

discernment.  Also, for all those who will be going to Panama, for the success of the 
World Youth Days and safe journeys to, during and returning home. 
 

The Prime Minister’s Youth Council is an advisory board created in 2016. Up to 30 
Canadian youth aged 16 to 24 comprise the non-partisan board, who advise the 

prime minister on education, economy, climate change and other issues affecting 
youth. The call for applications is currently underway with a deadline of November 
30, 2018. For more information visit www.canada.ca/en/campaign/prime-ministers-

youth-council.html  
 

 
Ministry to Seniors 
 

National Seniors Day on October 1st is an occasion where members can join in 
celebrating older adults, whether a parent, a co-worker, a neighbour or a friend. 

Encourage members and councils to acknowledge the life-long contributions seniors 
have made and continue to make to families, communities and society. There are 

many ways to thank and show seniors just how much they’re appreciated by 
perhaps taking a walk together, sharing a meal together or treating them to a day 
out.  My research has shown that St. Anthony of Padua is the Patron Saint of the 

Elderly.  “Why is St. Anthony of Padua the Patron Saint of the Elderly?  He was 
particularly concerned with the poor and oppressed and this included many elderly 

people.”  My source is  http://www.catholic-saints.info/catholic-prayers/prayer-to-
saint-anthony-of-padua.htm   Let’s remember to reach out, invite and include or 
seniors and our senior members. 

 
Suspended Coffees 

 
A café in Sudbury opened in Sudbury in the downtown area.  The owner noticed 
homeless people hanging around outside, so she offered them a free coffee or 

sandwich.  The owner decided to join the “Suspended Coffees Movement” which is 
worldwide.  

 
Here is how it works. When a customer places an order, she/he can pay for an 
extra coffee or food item which will be given to someone in need.  If someone 

comes in and wants to dip into the “Suspended Coffees” bucket, they just need to 
ask.  The movement started in 2013 and has 2,000 participating businesses around 

the world.  Is there one in your area?  Spread the word.  
 
The next time you go out for coffee, ask if there is a ‘pay it forward’ or ‘suspended 

coffee’ opportunity.  Many can benefit from this kind gesture. 
 

 

http://www.catholic-saints.info/catholic-prayers/prayer-to-saint-anthony-of-padua.htm
http://www.catholic-saints.info/catholic-prayers/prayer-to-saint-anthony-of-padua.htm

