
 

 
 

Christian Family Life - Directive # 1 
 

Inspired by the Spirit, Women Respond to God’s Call 
 

September 2017 
 

From:          Kathleen Niro, Diocesan Christian Family Life Standing Committee 

Chair 
To:          Parish Presidents and Christian Family Life Standing Committee 

Chairs 

Copy to:      Diocesan President, Diocesan Executive, Provincial Chair 

 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine…          
everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 

and made.” Isaiah 43:1, 7 
 
 

Dear Sisters in the League, 
 

It is with joy that I greet you as the Diocesan Chair of Christian Family Life.  Being 
elected to the Diocesan Executive has been a gift that will continue to grow as we 
work together and support each other over the next 2 years.   

 
As Christian Family Life Chairs, we are blessed to be very connected to our national 

theme.  Through the sacraments, vocations and sanctity of life we are called 
through our own baptism to “respond to God’s call”.    
 

“The path toward the future passes through the family.”  National Handbook 
 

Our standing committee has many avenues to explore.  I encourage you to go 
gently and know that you do not have to do everything.  Focus on a few named in 

the list as this will better serve our communities.  See the national website, cwl.ca, 
national handbook for details of our responsibilities. 
 

Life Chain  
Campaign Life Coalition presents the annual Life Chain set for October 1, 2017.  

Encourage members and parishioners to attend at the location nearest you in 
support of pro-Life with thousands across Canada in 200 locations! 
 

Elliot Lake*, Hillside Dr N at Collins Hall, 2-3 pm 
North Bay*, Lakeshore Dr, from Judge Ave to Gertrude St, 2-3 pm 

Sault Ste.  Marie, Great Northern Rd from McNabb to 2nd Line, 2-3 pm 
Sudbury*, Sudbury Regional Hospital, 2:30-3:30 pm 

(locations with an * have not yet been confirmed with CLC by a local coordinator) 

Visit campaignlifecoalition.com for updates. 
 



 

 
 

Bishop Pappin Memorial Bursary –  
update from Linda Squarzolo, OPC 1st Vice President/Christian Family Life 

Chair 
Bishop Bernard Pappin was the provincial spiritual advisor when he passed away 
suddenly in 1998.  In his memory a bursary fund was established to provide 

bursaries to give financial support to seminarians studying for a diocese in Ontario.  
In 2017 sixteen applications were received and ten bursaries of $500 each will be 

awarded to those returning to the seminary in the fall. 
Since the fund is solely financed by donations from CWL councils, all 
councils across Ontario are encouraged to donate to this fund to assist our 

seminarians.  Donations can be sent to the provincial treasurer, Patricia 
Rivest.   

 
National 
Discover more on the family from National Christian Family Life Chair Doreen 

Gowans Communique #4 on July 5, 2017.  The following acronym was shared to 
assist and inspire us. 
 

S - Step back. Calm your emotions and comfort yourself. 
T - Take a few long, deep, calming breaths. 
O - Observe your emotional, physical and spiritual needs. 
P - Proceed with LOVE. 
 

L - Listen to yourself and to your child; listen patiently, with full attention. 
O- Observe your child and what is happening around them. 
V - Validate your child’s feelings; show and tell them that you love and accept them no matter what they say or do.   

E - Enjoy playing, laughing and having fun together as often as you can. 

 
Prayer for Vocations 
 

Lord of the Harvest, 

Bless young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things. 

Inspire all of your disciples to mutual love and giving  
for vocations to blossom in the good soil of faithful people. 
Instill those in religious life, parish ministries and families 

with the confidence and grace to invite others to embrace  
the bold and noble path of a life consecrated to you. 

Unite us to Jesus through prayer and sacraments, 
so that we may cooperate  
with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, 

of justice and peace. Amen 
 

Pope Francis 

Adapted from the Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

 
May God continue to bless each of you as you journey; may Our Lady of Good 

Counsel guide your work for God and Canada. 
 

Kathleen Niro 
Diocesan Christian Family Life Standing Committee Chair 


