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Directive #1      Pages: 2           May 2017  

 
To: All Parish Council Presidents, Education & Health Standing Committee Chairpersons 
C.c. Diocesan Executive, Provincial Education & Health Standing Committee Chairperson 

From: Lisa Henry, Diocesan Education & Health Standing Committee Chairperson  

Spring Greetings Everyone, 
 
What a chilly start to our spring it is!  Hopefully the warm days are soon upon us giving 
strength to your spirit and a spring to your step! 
 
I am so excited to be sharing this wonderful committee of Education and Health with you 
and look forward to sharing all the ways we can educate and inform our members.  I invite 
you to contact me at any time if I may be of any assistance or if there is information you 
would like to share that would benefit the membership.  
 

I am pleased to share this vital information from a media release passed along from our 
Provincial counterpart, Colleen Randall:   

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 3, 2017 

MPP YUREK INTRODUCES PRIVATE MEMBER’S BILL  

TO PROTECT CONSCIENCE RIGHTS 

QUEEN’S PARK – This morning Ontario PC Health Critic MPP Jeff Yurek (Elgin-Middlesex-

London), introduced his private member’s bill that would amend the government’s medical 

assistance in dying (MAID) legislation to protect the conscience rights of health care 

providers. 

Yurek’s bill, An Act to amend the Regulated Health Professions Act, 1991 with respect to 

medical assistance in dying, will make participation in MAID voluntary. The amendments 

will allow health care professionals to refuse to directly or indirectly participate in MAID if 

it violates their conscience or religious beliefs, without facing discipline from their 

regulatory college. 

“There are ways for the government to ensure access to MAID while not infringing on 

freedom of conscience,” stated Yurek. “Provinces such as Alberta have proposed a          

self-referral system that respects patient wishes while not infringing on freedom of 

conscience. These are basic rights we have in Canada that the Liberals are ignoring. Not 

only did they Liberals omit protection of conscience rights in their legislation, they voted 

against Ontario PC amendments that would have addressed this important issue.”  
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“Only the PCs have continued to stand beside our doctors, nurses, and other health care 

professionals.  They should under no circumstances should be forced to participate in 

medical assistance in dying. It is my hope that the Liberal members will support my Bill to 

protect the rights of health care professionals across our province,” concluded MPP Jeff 

Yurek  

The bill will be debated on May 18, 2017.   

CONTACT: Whitney McWilliam | P: 226-448-6741 | E: whitney.mcwilliam@pc.ola.org 
 

 
Below is a template of a letter passed along from Marcelle Beaulieu, Diocesan Spiritual 
Development Chairperson.  It is a valuable resource and I encourage you to pass it along 
to your members to mail on to your MPP’s as soon as possible.     
 
 

_____________, MPP 
Constituency Office 
Insert Address Here 
 
 
Dear MPP __________________: 
 
I am writing to ask you to support a private members Bill that will be introduced by Jeff Yurek on May 
18, 2017 dealing with conscience protection and assisted suicide. This Bill would make participation in 
assisted suicide voluntary and would overrule the policies of Colleges that force participation by doctors, 
nurses and other health professionals. Many people agree that no one should be forced to participate, 
either directly or indirectly in ending a patient’s life. The Bill itself provides several ways for patients to 
get access to assisted suicide that do not require coercion of health care workers. 
 
I am disappointed that Bill 84, Ontario’s assisted suicide legislation has gone to third reading with no 
conscience protections within it. The government majority in Committee defeated opposition 
amendments that would have protected conscience. The care coordination service referred to in the Bill 
provides direct patient access. It does not protect conscience rights as a referral is still required by the 
policies of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, and other Colleges. 
 
I also urge you to support a free vote in the legislature on this private member’s bill. Parties should not 
be forcing their members to vote against their conscience about the issue of conscience protection. On 
an issue that is this personal everyone should be able to act according to their conscience. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
Name & Address above 

 

 

tel:(226)%20448-6741
mailto:whitney.mcwilliam@pc.ola.org
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Many Blessings,  

Lisa  

Lisa Henry  

Diocesan Education & Health Standing Committee Chairperson 

 


