
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie 
Spiritual Development Standing Committee 

“ 
Inspired by the Spirit, Women Respond to God’s Call 

 

Directive #6                                   Pages:  2                          June 5th, 2018  

 

To:  Parish Spiritual Development Chairpersons 

From: Marcelle Beaulieu Diocesan Spiritual Development Chairperson 

cc: Diocesan Officers, Parish Presidents, Provincial Spiritual Development 
Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

 Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus 

saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing at her side, he 
said to his mother, “Woman, here is you son.”  Then he said to the disciple, 

“Here is your mother”.  And from that hour the disciple took her into his 
own home. 

      John 19.25-28 

On March 5th, 2018, Pope Francis decreed that Catholics around the world will mark 
the feast of “the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church” on the Monday after 
Pentecost each year. 

Pope Francis approved the decree after “having attentively considered how greatly 

the promotion of this devotion might encourage the growth of the maternal sense 
of the church in the pastors, religious and faithful, as well as a growth of genuine 
Marian piety”, the decree said. 

Honoring Mary as Mother of the Church on the day after Pentecost also highlights 
for Catholics that Mary was present with the disciples on Pentecost, praying with 
them as the Holy Spirit descended. 

Please join me in saying this prayer formulated by Pope John Paul 11 taken from 

The Essential Mary Handbook, a Redemptorist Pastoral Publication 1999.  This 
prayer not only invokes Mary as Mother of the Church but also the Mother of 
Families. 

Mary can be said to continue to say to each individual the words which she 
spoke at Cana in Galilee: “Do whatever He tells you.” 
  Pope John Paul 11, Redemptoris Mater, 46 



 “May the Virgin Mary, who is Mother of the Church, also be the Mother of the 
“Church of the Home”.  Thanks to her motherly aid, may each Christian family 

become a “little Church” in which the mystery of the Church of Christ is mirrored 
and given new life.  May she, the handmaid of the Lord, be an example of humble 

and generous acceptance of the will of God.  May she, the Sorrowful Mother at the 
foot of the cross, comfort the sufferings and dry the tears of those in distress 
because of the difficulties of families.” 

       Pope John Paul 11 

 

Soon summer will be upon us with its many chores, visits and family 

responsibilities.  With so many things to do, prayer sometimes slips to the back 
burner of our daily lives.  As I paged through the “Essential Mary Handbook”, I 
found this wonderful little prayer which I would like to share.  It is called 

    The Devotion of the Three Hail Marys 

 This devotion, also called “A Little Key to Heaven” consists simply of saying 

three Hail Marys each day, usually in the morning and at night, to obtain a happy 
death.  This devotion arose from a vision to Saint Matilde of Hacehborn, Germany, 
of Our Lady, who said to her, “I have a little key that will open the door of heaven 

for you when you die.  All you have to do is to say, in my honor, three Hail Marys, 
every day.” 

 

Have a blessed, happy and relaxing summer,  

 Marcelle 
 

 


